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Explore local waters with the
Gorge Waterway Discovery Centre

By Jennifer Blyth
Black Press

Explore the wonders
of the Gorge Waterway
ecosystemn each  Sunday
at Esguimalt-Gorge Park,
where staff and voluntesrs
open the doors 1o the
Giorge Waterway DHscow-
ery Centre.

Take in displays, get to
know the animals in the
fouch-tank  Seaquarium,
learn about the Gorge
Waterway  through the
centre’s 30 watershed
miodel and more,

The dizplays focus on
the ecalogy of the Gorge,
promoting marine stew-
ardship and environmen-
titlly sustainable living.

Watershed and urban
development issues such
asnon-pointsource pollu-
tion, storm drain effluent
ond the wse of pesticides
and fertilizers that enter
the Gorge waterway are
graphically demonstrated
using these models.

The Gaorge Waterway
Dscovery Centre opened
in 2008, when Esguimali
Parks  approsiched  the
SealChange Marine Con-
SErVAToN SOCEly 0 Cres
ate an educational centre
i s empy park builkd
ing: Several nof-for-prof
it groups came together,
and with fnzncial aid
foomm  Bsquiirmalt  Parks
and Victoma Foundation,
the centre opened.

Currently operated by
Waorld Fisheries Trust and
West Wind Sealab Sup-
plies, the not-for-profits
operating the Seaqeeria in
Schools program, the cen-
tre also offers a more in-
depth experience tailored
to the age and learning
styles of school, daycare
and community groups,

As part of its mandate,
the centre participates
in the Care of the Goge
honitoring Project, a mew
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~ April 11 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. to kick nﬁ‘tlﬂﬁm

Natianal Environmental Education Week. Find
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the centre, Sierra Club, Gatiano Conservancy
Aﬂmﬁiﬂmﬁwpﬂ Education Centre and more,

W Visit the centre Sunday, June & for the annual
celebration of Worid Oceans Day hEﬁLIlH‘IHI Gorge
Park. Enjoy special activities and displays fram 1
to 3 p.m., including canoe trps, interprative watks,

face paintig, crafts, items for sale and more!

program designed (o cre-
ate  commuiily interest
in the water quality of the
Garge Waterwhy and 1o
monitor some of the an-
mils living in and around
it, including the native
Clympid ovsiler, a species
at risk on the West Coast,

The pature centre, lo-
cated in Esquimalt-Gorge
Park’s former concession
stand, is open to the pub-
lic every Sunday from 11

FPhistes mr-fr.-.:n.- e !:?I'WLFE':H?.II'E‘H-I:'DT Discovery Cenire
Learn all about the Gorge Waterway and its surrounding ecosystem
with a 3D model, touch tank, displays and more.

#m. to 4 pan, and for
special events in the park.
Admizsion ts by dona-
tion {zupgpested: 51/child;
S2fadult), which helps
keep the centre open, keep
displays and resources up
to date and subsidize par-
ticipation by groups with
financial challenges.

For more imformation,
visit http/fworldfish.org!
pwdchtm or call 250-
JA0-T585.



