Bolivia: Lesson 3: Adventures in Bolivia: Getting to know and help San Buenaventura: an Amazonian fishing community


Fishing in San Buenaventura.


Hola again dear friends.  I see that you have learned a lot about my people in just a few days.  Today you will have a chance to go fishing with Dilma and some other fishers.  Before you go, I’d like to give you some information about fishing here.  You already know how it was when I was growing up.  Things have changed quite a bit since.  When I was a kid, everybody was involved in the same type of activities to make a living, mainly agriculture and fishing, which were done mainly at a subsistence level.  All the children helped and there were strong values of cooperation and mutual help.  Many other values were transmitted from generation to generation. 


There are a number of reasons to explain the difficulties that are now encountered in the fishing sector.  First of all the young people are generally no longer interested.  Drinking and partying seem more important to them. The values that had kept the families working together are now disappearing.  Young people nowadays are more attracted to city living as it is more exciting to them.


Secondly there has been a marked decrease in fish stock in the last 15 years.  More people started to fish, often discriminately and without regards to catch limits.  People came with more sosphisticated fishing gear in order to meet the demands for the fish markets in big cities such as La Paz and Santa Cruz.  Fishing is done more and more without any thoughts to sustainability.  There is also a lack of alternatives such as fish culture to allievate some of the problems of overfishing. People must now go further and further away on the Beni river to find enough fish.


In order to address some of those serious problems, Dilma, Manuel and Sabino Loza, another visionary fisher, founded a fishers’association called “Los Multietnicos de San Buenaventura”.  They received some help from the Europeen Community which provided some equipement for the association.  Most of it unfortunately was taken by the municipality who thought they were entitled to it.  They were left with only a motor for one of their boats!  


At first, about 100 fishers joined the association.  Its main goals are to find technical and financial support, to organise workshops on fishing techniques and sustainable fishing and the replenishing of fish stock with the culture of fish in natural lagoons.  The Association is grateful for the help it received from the European Community and would be happy to receive more support, in Bolivia and outside the country as well.  It has so little support at the moment that the membership has dwindled down to 50.  World Fisheries Trust that you represent seems like a great potential partner.

Hasta luego, see you later and enjoy your fishing adventure today!

Your friend,

Marcos

