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Lesson Title: Learning Beach Etiquette Grade Level: 3-5 Date: 2005/2006    

Teacher: Ms. Laureen Brain School: Vic West Elementary 
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Previous Lesson: 1st lesson on intertidal studies Next Lesson:       
 

SETTING THE SCENE 
 

Theme: Ecological Footprint 

Goal (objective): 
To increase students’ awareness of our effect on habitats in their neighbourhoods. 
The students will be able to explain the concept of ecological footprint. 

Activity: This is a class discussion lesson. 
Connecting to 

Experience: Pose questions to the students about what they know about the beach in their neighbourhood. 

Initial Question: How do we minimize our effect on the environment? 
 

THE LESSON 
 
Materials Required: 

• Students & teacher! 
• Gloria Snively’s “Once Upon a Seashore” (K-6 Curriculum) or “Beach Explorations” (5-10 Curriculum) 

  

Procedure:  
 
introduction:  
 
 
 
 body: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 close: 

 
 

• Introduce the word “etiquette” (the rules of why and how we behave). 
• Talk about behaviours in different places and situations (dinner with queen vs. cookie 

monster).  
 

• At the beach we want to behave in a way that doesn’t leave negative changes. 
• Removing garbage is positive. 
• Removing organisms is negative but can be made positive (e.g. for display and learning in a 

seaquarium) if it is done in the correct manner (e.g. having a trained scientist with the proper 
permits with you) 

• Ecological Footprint is the mark we leave behind with our actions. 
• We don’t want those marks to be permanent. 
• Review the main “rules” of etiquette and respect (always stay with buddies, group, leader; 

dress appropriately; leave things as you found them; don’t lift rocks that you can’t easily lift by 
yourself)(see Gloria Snively’s Teacher Curricula for more details)  

 
• If you behave in a safe and respectful manner, you will have the smallest ecological footprint. 
• Possible closure activities can include:  
• drawing a poster of examples of beach etiquette (e.g. from animals or human’s perspective); 

write a list of beach rules; dramatic representation of positive or negative ecological footprints 
from the perspective of the beach inhabitants. 

 
 



REFLECTION 
 

Student: (Discussion) related to goal, metacognitive or thinking about your thinking, new ideas. 
 
Student’s wrote a list of what their behaviour would look like at the beach. 
 
What do you think now? They realized that they had all been to the beach and had done something that could have damaged the 
shoreline. 
 

 

Teacher: Where do we want to go from here?  Future Directions and Strategies to get there. Variations, lead up.   
 
Planning our beach field trip on intertidal studies that will minimize our effect on the environment. 
 

 

 


