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Brian Harvey (founder of the World Fisheries
Trust) and Carmen Revenga (Senior Freshwater
Scientist, The Nature Conservancy) discuss how
to raise the profile of fishery genetic resources

ince the mid-1980s, FAO and partners

have worked to raise the profile of aquatic
biodiversity in natural resource management
through consultations, workshops, publications,
and research. In 1995, the FAO Commission
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
(CGRFA) expanded its mandate from plants
to cover aquatic species. However, concrete
action to address international policies on
aquatic genetic resources has taken more than
a decade. In May 2006, the CGRFA, with FAO
Fisheries Department and the World Fisheries
Trust (WFT) convened an expert workshop in
Victoria, BC to report on the status and trends
of aquatic genetic diversity and to identify key
issues. The findings of the May workshop are
being published and may be summarized as
follows:

[0 Agquatic Species are highly diverse, as
are their habitats.

1 They are still hunted, often as common
property in open access areas.

[0 There aren’t many new species or areas left
for capture fisheries to exploit.

[0 The resulting leveling off and over-
exploitation of many wild stocks means
aquaculture will continue to increase.

[0 Luckily, there are still many wild relatives of
farmed species.

0 Unfortunately, their importance is often

ignored.
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SINK OR SWIM

A roundtable discussion on aquatic
genetic resources

reported by
Brian Harvey! and Devin Bartley?

Many fisheries are based on hatchery-raised
fish.

Genetic impacts of fish culture are ignored
orunknown, as are the interactions between
wild and hatchery stocks.
Thisisnotsurprising, becausethereis almost
no awareness of the value and importance
of aquatic genetic resources, which means
that fisheries managers ignore genetic
diversity or don’t use existing information,
and they don't appreciate the urgency.

To make matters worse, consumers
don't know where their food comes
from or how it is produced.

O There are few fish icons or champions.
With the new CGRFA mandate and the results
of the Victoria Workshop now being prepared
for publication, the main technical issues are
credibly identified. It is now imperative to
translate these results into practical strategies
for policy change. What's needed is action
beyond the technical arena. The roundtable
Sink or Swim began this process to explore
new avenues for raising the global profile of
aguatic biodiversity by examining:

[0 which issues to concentrate on;

0 who has the power to effect change on
these issues;

[0 what “success” with these issues will look
like, and

00 how to present and market the issues so

that change occurs.

The roundtable was organized by WFT, funded
by the International Development Research
Centre (IDRC) of Canada and held in Victoria
September 26 and 27, 2006. While the
list of participants included some technical
experts, it also included people familiar with
political power structures, with funding of
global scale conservation concepts, and with
modern marketing and opinion research:
Hon. David Anderson, WFT President, Victoria






